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b 1128

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:
Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 390,

had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’
f

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. LAFALCE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to ask the majority leader, it is
the disposition of the loyal minority to
proceed as expeditiously as possible to
join this bill with the PATRIOT bill we
passed Friday and to go to conference
with the Senate. It is my under-
standing that the Senate is probably
going to adjourn as of about 2:00
o’clock this afternoon, and that we are
going to adjourn about 4:00 o’clock.

I want the majority leader to know
that if it is possible, we would like to
come back with a conference report
today, before 2:00 in the Senate, before
4:00 today, so that we could send the
bill to President Bush for his signature
today. We are ready to do anything. I
know there are difficulties because
some Senate offices have been quar-
antined. If it is necessary, we could
meet on the House side. The conferees,
if necessary, could be appointed imme-
diately. We are willing to work with
the gentleman in a most expeditious
manner.

b 1130

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. LAFALCE. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentleman.

Let me take this moment if I may, to
say that what was agreed to this morn-
ing by the Speaker and the minority
leader and myself is we had certain
work we could get done today and we
thought we needed to get done today,
and we would do that work and then
adjourn for the week. We are pro-
gressing nicely on this.

I think it was a clear anticipation on
the part of all three of us that should
this conferencing of these two very im-
portant bills get done that expedi-
tiously and be available to us at a rea-
sonable time, we would be happy to
take it and try to move it. So I would
encourage Members to go to work on
that.

In the meantime, Members should be
advised that the basic ground rules are
we will do the additional work that is
available to us. When that work is
completed, we will adjourn the House.
We will then not reconvene the House
until Tuesday. The exact time of recon-
vening will be announced later in the
day. Between that adjournment today

and Tuesday, we ask on behalf of the
research team that will survey our
work areas that Members go ahead and
give their staffs the couple of days off
and give that space over, make it avail-
able for this research, so we can estab-
lish the condition of the properties, not
only in terms of securing their current
safety, but establishing a base from
which we can evaluate any future
changes in these circumstances.

f

FURTHER LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr.
Speaker, would the leader give us some
indication as to why we would adjourn
after 3 o’clock? If there is a risk of pos-
sible exposure by staying around, then
I would ask the leader why is it we are
staying in for another 3 hours and con-
tinuing to possibly expose employees of
this building?

There is a line that is about 100 long
around the Physician’s Office right
now waiting to be tested. It seems to
me we have responsibility at this time
to know what the facts are and to be
able to operate in a way that is con-
sistent with whatever clinical judg-
ment the Physician’s Office gives us.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. I
yield to the gentleman from Texas.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, again,
during our discussions earlier this
morning between the minority leader,
the Speaker and myself with the House
Physician, Dr. Eisold, it was clear that
we did not feel, according to the doc-
tor’s advice, that anyone was in immi-
nent danger at this moment, and that
there were Members from some offices,
particularly from the other side of the
building, that were taking these pre-
cautionary screening tests and it was
considered advised.

On the House side at this time there
was seen to be no imminent danger,
but as a matter of prudence and in the
interests of what I would call the re-
search protocol of establishing a clear-
ly defined base from which to proceed,
it was advised that when we complete
our business today, that we surrender
the properties for the purposes of that
sweep and that establishment.

There has been and is no announced
time by which we would complete our
work because that would depend, of
course, on the flow of the work. But we
believe Members all appreciate the se-
riousness of the situation.

We see the work is going expedi-
tiously on the floor. As we return to
that floor and complete that work,
then I would advise the gentleman to
have your staff complete their work
and depart the properties. I think there
is no reason to be concerned about hav-
ing to rush out of here because the ac-
tual research, sweeping, will begin in
the morning, and we will have given
then these people the opportunity to
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